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Rationale

Important part of Investigations

Another mode to reinforce concepts and 
activities in the classroom

Williamsburg experience



Shapes II

Works on MacIntosh or PC

Used for K-2 (one program)

Redesigned interface 

Functionality mostly the same 



Shapes Concepts 

3 Block sets - pattern blocks, power 
polygons, and tangrams

8 Activities - Free Explore, Quick Images, 
Quilt Squares, Puzzles, Reflection 
Puzzles, Line of Symmetry Puzzles, 
Custom Puzzles, Open Work 



Free Explore 

Students can design whatever they want

Great way to start a block set

Great way to learn tools 

Try it using basic tools:  arrow, rotate, 
eraser, color, flip, glue, copy 

Try 3 block sets 



Puzzles
Students fill in outlines with blocks

Encourage them to solve in different 
ways

Will need rotate tools 

Multiple levels (colors) and puzzles 
(numbers) 

Try puzzles from each block set 



Quilt Squares

Students build small squares 

These are repeated to make a quilt 

Try it! 



Quick Images

Students click on eyes to see shape to 
build

Students use their memory skills to 
replicate puzzles on the left side using the 
least amount of hints as possible

Try it!



Reflection Puzzles

Explore symmetry and mirror images 

Students can build a mirror image 
puzzles on the other side of the existing 
shapes

The software also allows the puzzle to be 
build on the same side and the reflection 
is built by the software



Line of Symmetry 
Puzzles 
Can be confusing

Students move the glued shape to the 
mirror to check for a line of symmertry

Students need to flip or rotate shapes to 
check for more lines of symmerty

Some puzzles do not have a line of 
symmetry 



Custom Puzzles

Students (or teachers) can create their 
own puzzles (puzzles, quick images, 
reflection, line of symmetry, edit 
puzzles)

Try creating your own puzzle

Save after done in the default location  



Open Work

Use to open existing custom puzzles 

Store puzzles in one place on the network 
to make it easier for students

By default, puzzles are stored in one 
place on the local hard drive

Create and open a custom puzzle 



Scope and Sequence

Provides scope and sequence of software 
from PK - 2. 

Don’t overlap too much 



Resources

http://investigations.terc.edu

http://www.burgy.org/schools/


